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August 10, 2020 
 

 

Dear RUSD and Highgrove Parents/Guardians and Scholars, 

 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year.  The entire No Excuses University Highgrove Elementary 

staff is excited to launch this school year with you.  Although the COVID-19 pandemic has been a 

challenge for all of us, the health and safety of our community is our top priority.  RUSD is committed 

to keeping us all safe.  

 

NEU Highgrove’s mission is to serve the whole child, with a focus on building 21st century skills in 

order for ALL scholars to be productive and world ready citizens.  With our mission in mind, we are 

excited to welcome everyone on the first day of school via Distance Learning through Google 

Classrooms.  Our vision carries our unrelenting focus on high levels of learning for all scholars, and 

we also know it is essential to also focus on the social and emotional needs of our students.  Therefore, 

we will continue to challenge our scholars academically and build strong relationships with them and 

you.   

 
Though we are in a new era of education, please rest assured that we will continue the No Excuses 

legacy of success established at Highgrove Elementary by building strong relationships with scholars, 

parents and community partners.  We will focus on No Excuses’ six exceptional systems of success, 

character education, state standards and skills, the use of data to drive instruction, and to provide 

consistent implementation of the curriculum in a rigorous manner so that we can continue to increase 

all of our scholars' achievement and well-being. 
  

As many you know, during the 2019-2020 school year, NEU Highgrove was modernized under 

Measure O.  Our project is almost complete and I hope in the near future we will celebrate the 

modernized classrooms and new building.  I’m sure our scholars and you will love the new additions.    

 

As the Principal, it is important to me that everyone who steps through our doors-scholars, teachers, 

support team and parents-are excited to be here.  This attitude enables us to meet the challenges of 

academic excellence in a positive, fun, and nurturing environment.   

 

My is door is always open and I welcome your input.  Please feel free to call or email me to discuss 

any concerns you might have throughout the school year.  I look forward to working with you as a 

team to help each scholar at NEU Highgrove meet their goals and have a successful school year. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

 

Carolina Michel, Principal 
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